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One Great Hour of Sharing 

�  
y giving to  One Great  Hour 
of Sharing, you connect with 
communities suffering from 
poverty, illiteracy, illness, 
and the dangers of wars and 

disasters.  
 
Envelopes for this offering 
are included in this CIA issue 
and will be collected through-
out March.  Please give lov-
ingly. 
 

A story of hope 
 

Sebastiana has known nothing but poverty 
her entire life.  
 
A widow, she is caring for her nine chil-
dren in the difficult environment of the 
high Peruvian plains. When the program 
Credit with  
Education came to  
Sebastiana’s  
village,  
she summoned  
courage to  

 
�  One Great Hour of Sharing is part of the “big five” in the United 
Church of Christ – the five sources of critical funding for our con-
ference and national ministries.  

take her first loan of $64 to raise pigs for 
a market many miles away.  
 
As a loan recipient, she received busi-
ness training and her first lessons on 

child nutrition and illness 
prevention.  
 
Our gifts to One Great Hour 
of Sharing support the  or-
ganization           Freedom 
from Hunger which  oper-
ates Credit with Education.  

 
Story of sharing 

 

In Southeast Kansas, flood waters con-
taminated many homes last  summer. To 
clean the homes and remove mold, pro-
tective clothing was needed. 
 
The United Church of Christ, Church 
World Service and other local agencies 
worked together to provide safety equip-
ment packets. The packets included pro-
tective suits, goggles, a respirator mask, 
gloves, a hat and safety instructions.  
 
The kits were critical to the salvage and 
clean-up effort. Because of gifts to One 
Great Hour of Sharing much good was 
done and hope was shared in these com-
munities. 

“Do not neglect 
 to do good 

 and to share  
what you have.” 

 

Hebrews 13:16a 



Pray in the shower 
��	
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is important. While the reali-
ties of time constraints 
means that we cannot all 
share every one of our 
thoughts with the entire 
community, it is an impor-
tant moment of discipleship 
to share what we need 
prayers for. And the congre-
gation needs to continue to 
take these matters seriously.  
 
Praying without ceasing 
means that as we go through 
our days we are mindful of 
the wonders of life and we 
are mindful too of life’s pre-
ciousness.   
 
There are different ways to 
respond to God in prayer. 
You may want to pray every 
morning or every evening. 
You may want to pray when 
you walk or drive. (I have 
one friend who always prays 
when she puts on her wind-
shield wipers!) You may 
wish to pray for those listed 
in the weekly bulletin, or 
become a member of the 
Prayer Circle. (If so, please 
contact Judy in the office, or 
me: revjudy@mac.com or 
617-816-6605.) Whatever 
way you decide to pray, as 
Paul advises:  Rejoice al-
ways, pray without ceasing, 
give thanks in all circum-
stances; for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus for you. 
Do not quench the Spirit.   

down by our own joys and 
sorrows and worries. Some-
times we choose to share 
these concerns during the 
“Joys and Concerns,” and 

this sharing 
opens us up to 
the power of 
community as 
well as the 
power of God. 

In some ways, while God 
always shares what is most 
deeply felt in our hearts, 
sharing with the congrega-
tion empowers the church to 
respond with intangible em-
pathy and compassion, tan-
gible help, and love.  
 
Every joy and every concern 

different ways, we may 
praise God in the call to 
worship, we ask for forgive-
ness in the prayers of con-
fession, we ask for God’s  

 
help and 
blessing dur-
ing the 
prayers of in-
tercession of 
the Commu-
nity Prayer, and during the 
Benediction we ask for God 
to bless and protect us, and 
Gods spirit to guide our 
paths, as we leave the ser-
vice and head out into our 
lives.  
 
Each of us comes to the 
worship service weighed 

�  
ometimes we en-
counter times 
when our prayer 
life naturally 
heats up. Cer-

tainly when we are called to 
sick beds, emergency rooms, 
or even as we wait up for 
newly licensed teenagers to 
come through the door in 
one piece…we pray. I think 
that is a good thing. It makes 
sense that when we are con-
fronted with difficult deci-
sions, the reality of life and 
death, or the tension in par-
enting young adults, or in a 
thousand other scenarios, we 
turn to our God and whisper 
our prayers.  
 
Yet prayer is a conversation 
between God and God’s 
creatures that is grounded in 
relationship, in the day-to-
day living of our lives, and 
in God’s faithful responding 
love. The Apostle Paul tells 
us to “Pray without Ceas-
ing” and by that he doesn’t 
mean that we sit in a corner 
mumbling a secret formula. 
Prayer is not a matter of 
“bibbity-bobbity-boo.”   
 
Prayer is conversation. 
Prayer is communication. 
Prayer is both the framing of 
how we feel—our joys and 
our concerns, and our hopes 
and desires. And then prayer 
is also listening.  
 
Every week at the Union 
Congregational Church, we 
pray. In worship, the liturgy 
means, the work of the peo-
ple, the prayers. At different 
times in the service we pray 

 “Pray Without  
Ceasing…” 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:17 

Blessings, 
 
 
 
 
The Rev. Judy 
Swahnberg 
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Helen Ammidown, Stan Stanzin (Cathy Feeley’s fa-
ther), Estelle Flinkman,  Amanda Capozzi’s father Bill 
and his family as he recovers from esophageal surgery, 
Susan Challis’ colleague Steve, as he rehabilitates af-
ter spinal cord injury, Genie Newton,  Fran Scott, 
Caroline Cobb, Donald Simpson (Becky Nolan’s dad), 
“Smitty” (Monica Smith’s husband) Ron Pellowe’s 
Aunt Marilyn Land as she battles cancer, Ernie Ca-
pozzi’s sister Cheryl, Ken Myers’ sister Shirley, Dan-
ielle Shaw (good friend of Hinds’ family) and Mike 

Fitzgerald (friend of David Welch,) Scott Kern’s father John, Karen Ness (friend 
of Carol Priebis, Sherryl Rudolph (friend of Cheryl Cain),Ruth Ann Hall (from 
the South African ministry).  

Please call the office with additions or deletions to this list – 508.668.1355. 

concert is “Songs of Healing and 
Hope” and it is meant for a diverse 

community.  In every 
concert, Ken com-
poses songs on the 
spot about stories he 
has just heard from 
the audience.  For 
those of you who do 
not know of him, 
take a quick peek at 
www.kenmedema.

com.  For more infor-
mation, please contact Pastor Ross 
Varney at 978-465-7734. 

Pastor Ross Varney, son of Janice 
Varney, and ordained in our church, is 
now Pastor of Belleville 
Church in Newbury-
port and invites us to 
hear  Ken Medema  in 
concert at Belleville 
Church on Sunday, 
April 13, at  
4 p.m.  Ken, who is 
blind, appeared at the 
United Church of 
Christ Synod in Hartford, 
and according to Pastor Ross,  was 
“awe-inspiring.”  The theme of the 

Hear our prayers, Lord 
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Why did John Calvin teach predes-
tination? 
 
He had to. 
  

��	���
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“To keep Lent is to discover and 
remember who in heaven’s name 
we are, as person and community. 
We pray against all confusers and 
confusions for our true identity and 
vocation. We know that means 
standing before the cross and mak-
ing some choices. The grace of this 
season is that Jesus suffers the 
choice with us. He’s been over the 
turf and is our brother exactly on 
that score, with us in the struggle 
of our hearts. Let the further grace 
be that we make our choices as dis-
ciples, in the mind and heart of 
Christ.” 

�
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Son of Man retells the story of Je-
sus by portraying him as an Afri-
can revolutionary.  This ambitious 
collaboration between Mark Dorn-
ford–May and theater company 
Dimpho Di Kopane (Sotho for 
“combined talents”) presents nu-
merous provocative scenes in 
which canonical gospel stories are 
resituated in a world of militias, 
dissidents, and disappearances.   
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Songs of Healing and Hope 
 

Concert April 13 in Newburyport 



Fellowship has planned 
a bowling afternoon in 
Norwood. On March 
15 we will gather at the 
church at 3:30 p.m.
Afterward, we’ll  return 
to the church for supper 
of pizza and pot luck of 
salads and desserts. 
 
The bowling alley sug-
gests that children 
should be at least 3. We 
will be able to have 

some lanes set up  
with bumpers. 
 
A sign-up sheet is on 
bulletin board outside 
Herbert Harrison 
Hall.  Please indicate 
if you’re bringing chil-
dren that would like 
to use the bumper 
lanes, and if you’ll be 
providing a salad or a 
dessert. 
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Old-fashioned fun 
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“Joseph of Arimathea, a respected 
member of the council, who was also 
himself waiting expectantly for the 
kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate 
and asked for the body of Jesus. Then 
Pilate wondered if he were already 
dead; and summoning the centurion, he 
asked him whether he had been dead 
for someime. When he learned from 
the centurion that he was dead, he 
granted the body to Joseph. Then Jo-
seph bought a linen cloth, and taking 
down the body, wrapped it in the linen 
cloth, and laid it in a tomb that had 
been hewn out of the rock. He then 
rolled a stone against the door of the 
tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the 
mother of Joses saw where the body 
was laid.”  
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Every 30 seconds a child in Africa dies 
of malaria. –from the Skeptic’s Guide 
to Global Poverty by Dale Hanson 
Bourke 
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In Disconnected: Parenting Teens in a 
MySpace World, Chap Clark and Dee 
Clark—the parents of three—examine 
the changing world of childhood and 
adolescence. They then examine how 
to parent kids and teens through these 
developmental stages. Dee, a licensed 
marriage and family therapist, and 
Chap, a professor of youth, family, and 
culture at Fuller Theological Seminary, 
look realistically and lovingly at the 
challenges of parenting.   
 

A poem for reflection during Lent 
 

‘A Gift’ by Denise Levertov 

Rummage 
sale  April 5  

      

    It’s time for the 
Spring Rummage and 
Bake Sale to be held on 
Saturday April 5, 2008  
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
The proceeds will go to 
outreach programs. 
   We can use clothing, 
especially children’s, 
shoes, linens and cur-
tains.   Please leave  
clean items on the 
stage, in bags marked 
for content (men, 
women, etc.)        
    Contact Margie  at 
508– 668-6066 if you’d 
like to help with the 
bake table.  On April 4 
at 7 p.m., we   need 
people to set up tables 
and arrange clothing.  
We also need help with 
clean-up Saturday after-
noon at 1. 
    To help or get more 
info, contact  Janet  at 
508-668-6066.   

 Just when you seem to yourself 
nothing but a flimsy web 
of questions, you are given 
the questions of others to hold 
in the emptiness of your hands, 
songbird eggs that can still hatch 
if you keep them warm, 
butterflies opening and closing them-

selves in your cupped palms,  
trusting you not to injure their scintil-
lant fur, their dust. 
You are given the questions of others 
as if they were answers 
to all you ask. Yes, perhaps 
this gift is your answer. 



The simple question, “Why?” is per-
haps the only spiritual discipline I have 
to offer this Lent. Why did the dy-
namic storyteller they called Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was full of God’s com-
passion, so threaten the authorities that 

they would have him tortured 
and killed? Why was God’s 
own incarnation in our midst 
met with violence and mur-
der? I only seem to have one 
recurring response to Josiah’s 
question and my own: I re-
mind both of us that the story 
ends with the empty tomb.  

I want to fast forward through 
the cross to the glorious im-
age of the empty tomb, to the 
Halleluiah Chorus, to the joy-
ful declaration, “Christ is 
Risen Indeed!” Yet I cannot. 
Instead, here I find myself 
again, with Christians around 
the world, faced with the un-
comfortable tensions of death 
and life, heartache and heal-
ing, endings and beginnings, 
the cross and the empty tomb, 
unable to fast forward. Like 
grief, Lent seems to be some-
thing we are forced to live 
through without any answers, 
before we can emerge into 
the hopeful spring of new 
life. 

Do not fast forward. Wait. 
Live through Lent. And though no an-
swers may materialize, I am certain a 
deeper and fuller sense of the resurrec-
tion will emerge. 

Although we’ve done a less than im-
pressive job teaching Josiah and Isaac 
about Lent, Josiah does know the story 
of Holy Week (I can handle Holy 
Week — it’s only seven days long!) At 
different times, Josiah will often ask 

us, “Why did Jesus get dead on the 
cross?” We’ve tried a whole myriad of 
responses, but none ever suffice. 
Josiah’s question about the cross has 
been haunting me this Lenten season, 
because even as an adult, one who has 
been trained in theology and one who 
has the letters “REV” before her name, 
no explanation of Jesus’ death has ever 
sufficed for me either.   

�  
 have a confession. We haven’t 
paid much attention to Lent in 
our home this season. We’re 
great at Advent — and I don’t 
mean we’re great at the Christ-

mas season, we’re great at Advent — 
at preparing, at waiting, at 
reading the stories leading up 
to the birth of Christ. But Lent? 
Well, Josiah might remember 
the word, but we haven’t taught 
him much about it at all. And 
Isaac? Well, he can’t even say 
it. And not just because he’s 
speech-delayed — we haven’t 
taught him! Personally, I’ve 
been too emotionally exhausted 
this Lent to give up or take 
anything on as a spiritual disci-
pline. Instead, I’ve been trying 
to fast forward through Lent.  

Here’s my second confession: 
this isn’t a new thing. In the 
past I’ve tried much harder to 
observe Lent, but I’ve always 
wanted to fast forward through 
the forty days. Part of this is for 
an obvious reason: Lent always 
occurs during the end of win-
ter, when all Northeasterners 
crave the coming of spring — 
the smell of the muddy earth, 
the sight of tender crocuses, 
and the exchange of mittens 
and scarves for light jackets. 
But it’s more than that. Lent is 
a spiritually challenging time. 
It’s when we have to face the horrid 
reality that even though the end of the 
story is an empty tomb, first a cross 
must be endured. It’s when we have to 
accept that even though this life is 
filled with beauty and wonder, this life 
is also filled with suffering and heart-
ache. The tension between the balanc-
ing of these conflicting realities is 
spiritually exhausting.  
  

 

Grace and Peace,  

5 

Why? 
This Lenten season of grief leaves many questions 
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called a “Godding” moment, a moment 
when God was being revealed to me not as 
an abstract concept, but as tangible reality.   
 
Another presence was in the room with her 
and me – the presence of Christ.  Almost 
automatically, I began to pray, “Stay here.  
Keep watch with us.  Watch and pray.” 

Again, in a 
flash, I saw 
that I was the 

presence 
of Christ 
to her.  

She was 
the suffering 

Christ, I was the comforting 
Christ.  We were “Godding” each 

other.  In awe, I sensed a Oneness that 
wove together a  trinity of Christs: The 
real presence of Christ in her ordeal, 
in my ministry to her, and at the bed-
side, praying with and for both of us. 
 
I can never read Jesus’ words in 
Matthew without remembering 
that holy moment in my dying 
friends bedroom.  Nor can I ever 
again doubt the real presence of 
Christ in our midst—a presence 
that may be revealed to us by any 
person at any time, if only we 
have the faith, courage, and hu-
mility to see.  Who knows 
when the Holy Spirit will burst 
into our lives, becoming more 
real than real, surprising us 
into a deeper knowing. 
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�  
t was a death vigil. The cancer was 
sapping the last traces of life from 
my friend.  In the dark pre-morning 
hours, I was alone with her.  She 
was struggling to breathe, con-

tinuously bringing up mucus.  
Her need for constant care was 
taxing and messy work for both 
of us.   
 
Through those 
difficult 
hours, I 
prayed 
for 
strength, 
wisdom, 
patience 
and the 
ability to remain alert and responsive.  
I was at my wit’s end, operating on 
less than an hour’s sleep since the 
night before, and I wasn’t sure how 
much longer I could continue at this 
hectic pace.    
 
Suddenly, just before the mucus stopped 
flowing, I saw her as the presence of 
Christ. Not simply and “inward presence,” 
but Christ in the flesh.  I remembered Je-
sus’ words: “I was ill, and you comforted 
me…Every time you do this for the least of 
my sisters and brothers, you do it for 
me” (Matthew 25:36b, 45) In that moment, 
my friend incarnated God’s radical identifi-
cation with humanity. In a flash, I became a 
woman who washed Jesus’ feet and dried 
them with her hair.  I was John at the foot of 
the cross.   
 
It was not that my friend was saintly of per-
fect.  I simply saw in her ailing body the 
Holy before me, married bonded, melded to 
our humanity.   I was overcome with the 
sense that this was what Virginia Mollenkott 
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February altar 
flowers 
0�,4�!�

In memory of Russell 
Winslow May by The 

Gundlach Family 

0�,4��5�
To the Glory of God by 

The Doty Family  

0�,4��#�
In thanksgiving for the 
gift of children and in 
honor of Isaac's 2nd 

birthday by Abby and 
Jon Paul 
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Watch and pray 

0�,4�6 �
In honor of Peggy, our 
soon-to-be daughter-in-

law, on her birthday 
With love: Melissa and 

Toby Hubbard 
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Dear Members of Diaconate, 
 
We were overwhelmed, deeply moved 
and honored to be named Deacon Em-
eriti at this year’s Annual Meeting. 
Having been a part of this church for 
many years (Martha for 50 and Horace 
for 30,) we have witnessed those that 
we considered “pillars of the church” 
being honored this way. As a youth, it 
seemed a sort of a “lifetime achieve-
ment” designation for faithful servants 
of the church. Thus, my comment 
about being officially “OLD.” We 
were humbled to have our names in-
cluded with those who have been 
named Deacon Emeritus before us. We 
will continue to participate in the life 
of our vibrant church as we are able. 
We are truly blessed to be a part of 
Union Congregational Church. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Horace and Martha Thayer 
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Dear Friends, 
 
I want to thank you for your generous 
gift. As you know, the needs are great, 
but with your help, so much can be done. 
 
Thanks to donors like you, we can pro-
vide food, shelter, health care and clean 
water to refugees and others forced to 
flee their homes. With your help, we can 
support impoverished communities as 
they seek to improve their farming tech-
niques, access reliable sources of safe 
water, and build a more sustainable fu-
ture. 
 
Though the evening news is often a lit-
any of woe, I remain hopeful because of 
the courageous and creative work that 
we support around the world and be-
cause of people like you, who empower 
us to act on your behalf in our wounded 
world. May God bless you for your gen-
erosity. 
 
Faithfully yours, 
 
The Rev. John L. McCullough 
Executive Director and CEO 
Church World Service 

Dear Partners in Mission, 
 
No words would ever be 
enough to express the impor-
tance of your donation to 
Heifer International. Because 
of your generosity, every day a 
struggling family receives a 
helping hand to overcome pov-
erty and hunger. Your support 
means better nutrition, health 
care and education, the hope 
for a better future. 
 
As the cold winter sets in, 
families all over the world an 
look forward to a holiday sea-
son of abundance, rather than 
need, due to your selfless sup-
port. 
 
Thank you once again for be-
ing Heifer International’s part-
ner for a betterworld. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jo Luck 
President and CEO 
Heifer International 
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Dear friends of Africare, 

I am catching up on 
my thank-you letters 
during this busy giv-
ing season and on be-
half of the Board of 
Directors and the staff 
at Africare, I would 
like to extend our sin-
cere appreciation for 
your gift of $140. You 
gift will make a sig-
nificant difference in 
the lives of families 

and communities 
through Africare/
Afrian Well Fund as-
sisted projects. 
 
In Africa, the link be-
tween water and health 
is essential. Without 
clean water, efforts to 
reduce infant and child 
mortality and morbid-
ity are futile. Illness 
such as diarrhea, intes-

tinal parasites, guinea 
worm and malnutri-
tion can be signifi-
cantly reduced and 
prevented by increas-
ing the availability and 
access to potable wa-
ter. 
 
Your gift of support 
will not only help to 
build wells for within 
African communities 

but will assist in pro-
ducing healthy envi-
ronments and increase 
the living standards of 
those affected by the 
wells. 
 
This gift represents a 
clear commitment in 
helping to improve the 
well-being of Africa.  
Once again, thank you 
for your kindness and 

generosity. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Nancy D. Kyger 
Vice President 
Development & Mar-

Dear church friends, 

her appendix removed. 
We appreciate every-
thing, especially the beef 
stew delivered by Abby. 

Thank you very much 
for your thoughts and 
prayers for Caroline 
when she recently had 

Blessings to all, 
 
The Feeley Family  

 



We’ll be studying the 
book, Amish Grace: How 
Forgiveness Transcended 
Tragedy, by Donald B. 
Kraybill, Steven M. Nolt 
and David L. Weaver-
Zercher (John Wiley & 
Sons, 2007) and looking 
at forgiveness: the scrip-
tural im-
peratives, 
and our own 
roadblocks 
on our jour-
neys to for-
give both 
ourselves 
and others.  
 
In October 
of 2006 
there was a 
terrible trag-
edy in the 
Amish 
country of 
Pennsyl-
vania, a shooting of ten 
young schoolgirls at 
Nickel Mines.  The 
Amish people mourned 
the loss of their young, 
and also set about an 
amazing and 

radical act of forgiveness 
by reaching out to the 
gunman’s widow and his 
family, and creating new 
relationships. The book 
we will read explores the 
culture of the Amish, 
their religious values, 
and how they were able 

to transcend their pro-
found grief and forgive. 
  On the first Monday, 
we will discuss the book, 
and lift up our observa-
tions and feelings about 
what we have read. On 

#�������
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The journey of  
parenting  

special children  
 

The Journey of Parenting (and 
Grandparenting) Special Children 
group will meet Tuesday, March 
25 at 7:30 PM in the Parlor 

 

Parenting is a complex experience. 
At any moment it can be filled 
with joy, laughter, love, responsi-
bility, exhaustion, fear for the fu-
ture, surprise, wonder.  Sometimes 
all of the above!   

 
Parenting children with special 
needs can be a further challenge 
for parents. Parents face many 
questions: How can we best help 
our children?  How can we bal-
ance our own needs and the needs 
of our children? How can our 
church be an environment of love 
and refreshment for our children 
with special needs and for our 
families? 
 
Our intention is to create an on-
going support ministry for the 
families of special children. Plan-
ning a date and time convenient to 
meet is quite challenging.  We are 
planning to meet on Tuesday, 
March 25 at 7:30 PM. Join us if 
you can. We’ll discuss a topic for 
the first half an hour, and then 
open up the rest of our time to-
gether to focus on ways we can be 
supportive to one another.  
 
If you have any questions, call 
Rev. Judy Swahnberg at 617-816-
6605, leave a message at the 
church office, or by e-mail at 
revjudy@mac.com. 

Coffee hour hosts needed 
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Studies in forgiveness 
Two sessions with Judy Swahnberg:  
Mondays April 7  and 14 at 7:30 p.m. 

�		
�$	����	�����

We have many, many openings 
for coffee hour hosts. Please 
sign up on the bulletin board 
downstairs outside Herbert Har-
rison Hall or email or call Judy 
at the office. Remember each 
family is expected to host one 
coffee hour per year. Thanks for 
your support — and goodies! 

8 

the second Monday, we 
will discuss forgiveness 
in our own lives.  In a 
world where violence is 
often perpetuated 
through endless revenge 
cycles, what is the role 
for forgiveness? What is 
the Christian theology of 

forgive-
ness? Is for-
giveness an 
ideal? Can 
we forgive? 
  

The book 
may be or-
dered from 
Amazon or 
purchased at 
a bookstore, 
and there 
will be sev-
eral copies 
of the book 
available in 

the church office as 
well. Please read the 
book in advance of the 
first meeting.  Any ques-
tions? Call Judy at 617-
816-6665 or e-mail: 
revjudy@mac.com. 
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Our sympathies, thoughts and prayers are 
with Kristen Syrek and extended family as 
they grieve for her grandmother who re-
cently passed away. 
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Kudos to Christina Izzo, one of our very 
capable nursery care staff, for being named 
to the dean's list at Lasell College in New-
ton.  She is a member of the class of 
2010.  Kudos also to Kim Dugdale who 
was named to the dean's list at Bryant Uni-
versity for the fall semester. 
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Happy 91st birthday  
to Les Tarbell on March 5! 
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Is Christianity about having all the right 
answers? Or is it really about living the 
best questions?  
 
For those of you who feel uncomfortable 
with dogma, or maybe doubt a Christian 
teaching or two, or just want to learn more 
about the Christian faith in an environment 
where all questions are welcomed and no 
one answer is authoritative, then Living the 
Questions is for you. Living the Questions 
is Christianity 101 in an open-minded, hos-
pitable manner.  
 
It encourages honest group discussion in-
stead of old-fashioned indoctrination. It 
offers a progressive view of the Christian 
faith that takes both the Bible and your 
brain seriously.  
 
Most importantly, it discusses how Chris-
tian faith is indeed relevant to our fast-
paced, confusing world. If you don’t ex-
actly buy into the traditional version of 
Christianity, but you still feel the tug of 
God’s Spirit, then you're not alone.  
 
Jon Paul will lead sessions on Thursday 
evenings at the parsonage from 7:30-8:45 
on April 17, May 1, May 8, May 5, May 
22, May 29 and  June 5. 

Church directory 
We are  producing an in-house church directory in 2008 
and we need your help.  We are beginning the process by 
asking you to fill out this form to verify that we have the 
correct information for our church family.  Please fill out 
this form, if you haven’t already done so., and  return it to 
the church office as soon as possible. 

Name(s)  
___________________________________________________________ 

Children’ names______________________________________________  

Address_____________________________________________________  

 Email Address(es):  (H= Home)   (W= work)
___________________________________________________________ 

 Telephone:  
___________________________________________________________                   
(home)                                        (cell)                                     (work) 

Please e-mail your digital copies of pictures for the church directory to 
david_dinicola@nobles.edu. If you have a print, that’ll work, but an e-mailed 
digital photo is preferred. If you do not have a family picture and would like 
one, please see John Leith or email him at jbleith@aol.com. 
 
If you have any questions, please call the church office  at (508) 668-1355.   
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The progressive dinner 
is back! 

The Fellowship Committee is planning to do a progressive supper on Satur-
day, April 5, for adults only.   

We are looking for anyone who’d be willing to open their homes up for ei-
ther hosting people to come for appetizers or for dinner.  The entree homes 
only need to provide set-up (dining area) and light beverages.  

Appetizer homes should offer light beverages and paper goods as attendees 
will either sign up to bring an appetizer or a dessert.  We will all come back 
to the church for dessert and coffee. More info will follow as people offer 
their homes. 

Contact to Bob MacKenzie at redsox670@aol.com, Barb Maiewski at 
jrmaiewski@aol.com, or Carol Sandahl at 508-668-3014 if you’re willing to 
offer your home.  



�  ent is a 40-day period of 
preparation for the high-
light of our celebrations, 
Easter. It begins on Ash 

Wednesday and ends with  
the Easter service. The 40  
days do not include  
Sundays. In the past, Lent  
was observed with very 
 strict fasting, and so the  
Sundays, which are  
considered mini-Easters 
 or “feast days,” were not  
included.  
 
This year, journey through  
Lent with your church family by  
listening to the richness of  
scripture and story on each  
Sunday, absorbing the bleak  
story of the cross on Good Friday, 
and rejoicing on Easter morning  
that the tomb in empty. Join us! 
 
4th Sunday of Lent 
March 2 
Worship 10:30 
The Book of Jonah Resisting the 
journey 
 
5th Sunday of Lent 
March 9 
10:30 worship 
Saul becomes Paul Transformation 
on the Journey 
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Your Lenten calendar 
 

The holiest time of year 
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Palm Sunday 
March 16  
Worship 10:30 
Matthew 21  
The Journey into Je-
rusalem 
 

Good Friday 
March 21 
Children’s activity, 
details to come 
Dinner and worship 
Service 6:30 p.m. be-
ginning in Herbert 
Harrison Hall  
Journey to the cross 
with Jesus 
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Easter Morning 
March 23 
Sunrise Service  
6:30 a.m. 
 
             Family Service  at  
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Traditional Adult Service 
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Journey to the Empty 
Tomb 



Union Congregational Church  
55 Rhoades Avenue 

East Walpole, MA 02032-1128 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
Postage Paid 

East Walpole, Mass 
PERMIT NO. 6 

12 

�

Easter flowers 
Members and friends 
of Union Congrega-
tional Church are in-
vited to donate 
$10.00 to our church  
for the Diaconate to 
purchase tulips, lilies 
and other flowers  to 

glorify our risen sav-
ior on Easter,  and to 
buy baskets of fruit to 
share with our shut-
ins and others in need 
of knowing the risen 
Christ.   Any surplus 
will be applied to the 

Flower Fund which is 
used to buy altar 
flowers during the 
year when neces-
sary.  Flowers may 
be picked up after the 
service.  Please indi-
cate on the form be-

low how you’d like 
your dedication to be 
printed in the Easter 
bulletin.  Note, 
flower pick-up is 
first-come, first-
serve. There is no or-
dering specific kinds 

of flowers. 
 

Please send to the 
church office, with 
payment no later then 
Wednesday, March 
12.  The  dedication 
in the Easter bulletin 
should read:  

� ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
PLEASE PRINT 
 

Given by: [your name(s)] ___________________________________________________________ 
 
In Memory of / In Honor of / To the Glory of / (please circle)
______________________________________________ 
 

Please check one of the following: 
 

[  ]  I will pick up my plant(s) after the service. 
[  ]  I will deliver my plant(s) to  ______________________________________________________ 
[  ]  Please use my donation to support the Flower Fund. 
[  ]  Please send a plant to a shut-in or someone else in need. 


