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S 
oup kitchen Team C recently 
went to Brockton’s St.  Paul’s 
Table with our usual contin-
gent of volunteers: adults and 
youth, happy and not, to 

spend four hours helping those less fortu-
nate than we.   
 
As I reviewed my list of potential 
cooks, servers, and dessert-getters 
and made my phone calls last 
week  I realized I had been 
doing this for 10 years.  I 
hope all who have ever 
helped knew and know  
what a service they pro-
vided.  
 
I must say a mighty THANK 
YOU  to all of you who have cooked, ob-
tained dessert, served, encouraged your 
children to come, missed a soccer/
hockey/baseball/basketball game, or 
bought something at Love Table in order 
to help in some way the work we do at 
St. Paul’s. (The next Love Table is 
Mother’s Day, May 11. Please stop by 
and/or bake to support St. Paul’s!) 
 
The number of people coming to St. 
Paul’s for a meal is increasing — we 
served 111 people without second help-

ings.  Many  are homeless and spend the 
night at a shelter in Brockton.  Some are 
housed but are unable to stretch their 
money to include food.  All seem grate-
ful for a meal and a smile.   
 
I recently learned that the monthly 
budget for St. Paul’s Table is just $95 a 
month!  They are completely depend-

ent on contributions and volunteers, 
but are working on getting 

grants.   
 
Our church goes to St. 

Paul’s with a meal 
and servers each 

third Saturday.  
Want to help?

Contact any of the 
team leaders - Sue Akeley, Chris Cof-
sky, Margie Shirosky, Jen Wagner, Leila 
Joseffer or Cindy Hanifin.   
 
We would also love any onetime  dona-
tions of sugar, salt, dish soap, paper tow-
els, coffee, powdered juice/tea mix, cof-
fee  -  basically anything to help stretch 
their $95-a-month budget.   
 
Thanks again for all your support.  
 
Margie Shirosky, St. Paul’s Team C 

Concern In Action 
St. Paul’s Union Congregational Church 

55 Rhoades Ave., Walpole, MA 
 

Worship  10:30 a.m. 
handicap accessible 

 
Office hours 

Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-noon 
 

www.churchbythepark.org 
 

Office: (508) 668-1355 
 

Rev. Abigail A. Henrich 
 Rev. Jon Paul Sydnor 

co-pastors 
(508) 668-1756 

unioncongregational  
church@msn.com 

 
Rev. Judy Swahnberg  

associate pastor 
revjudy@mac.com  

(617) 816-6605 
 

Dr. Linda Jiorle-Nagy 
director of music 

linda.jiorlenagy@gmail.com 
(781) 784-5723 

 
Judy Fitzgibbons,  
office manager 

jfitzgibbonsucc@hotmail.com 
(781) 784-6750 

 
Jen Wagner & Pudge Mahoney 

 newsletter editors 
newsletter@churchbythepark.org 

(508) 668-6317 
 

Sarah Dugdale 
Christine Izzo 

nursery care providers 
 

Ralph Todesco 
sexton 

Mission  

massages  

and more 
 

PAGE 6 

May 2008     The monthly newsletter of Union Congregational Church     newsletter@churchbythepark.org 

Kids’ discipleship 

challenge a 

huge success 
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Feeding the hungry 
 

In this economy, our mission in Brockton is extra-important 



Blessings, 
 
 
 
 
The Rev. Judy Swahnberg 

Doblmeier, including a fascinating 
and moving interview with professor 
Elie Wiesel, and then watched him 
address the Bundestag in Berlin, on 
the initial Day of Remembrance for 
Victims of Holocaust. He called for 
the German nation to ask for forgive-
ness, and then we learned that Wiesel 

inspired the President  
of Germany to go to Israel and speak 
those words in the Knesset.  

 
In our broken world, we know that 
there are many transgressions among 
nations, and therefore many occa-
sions where forgiveness needs to be 

R 
ecently a group of 
us met to consider 
the idea of 
“forgiveness.” 
  
As a point of de-

parture, we used the book “Amish 
Grace: How Forgiveness Tran-
scended Tragedy” by Donald B. 
Kraybill, Steven M. Nolt and 
David L. Weaver-Zercher 
(John Wiley & Sons, 2007.)  This 
book is a fascinating study of the 
terrible tragedy in the Amish coun-
try of Pennsylvania, when in Octo-
ber 2006, 10 young schoolgirls 
were shot at Nickel Mines.  The 
book details how the Amish people 
mourned the loss of their young, and 
also set about on an amazing and 
radical act of forgiveness by reach-
ing out to the gunman’s widow and 
his family, and creating new relation-
ships.  
 
We learned that the dramatic act of 
forgiveness demonstrated by the 
Amish to the family of the man who 
killed the young girls was not an iso-
lated act: rather, the task of forgiving 
is a basic tenet in the life of the com-
munity, which is based on the 
Lord’s Prayer and reconciliation 
with one another as a key 
preparation for sharing Holy Com-
munion.  
 
We learned the Amish people live an 
incredibly interconnected life, focus-
ing on Christian beliefs, family and 
community. Often living in very 
close proximity to one another, many 
Amish people have up to 70 first 
cousins all living close by. The close-
knit community is also reinforced by 
traditions of respect and support. 
We watched excerpts from the DVD 
“Forgiveness” produced by Martin 

put into action. In our own lives, we 
realized that we encounter the need to 
forgive again and again.  
 
We agreed that while the tag line 
from the 1970 hit movie “Love 
Story”  — “Love is never having to 
say you’re sorry” — did not resonate 
with the lived experience of the 

group. John Lennon’s remark, 
“Love means having to say 
you’re sorry every fifteen min-
utes,” while playfully exagger-
ated, sounds like it contains 
more truth.  
 
Our discussions on forgiveness 
helped us to recognize that for 
most of us forgiveness is a 
process, a journey, whereby 
we regain our own health and 

well-being by becoming freed of 
our own disappointment, pain, an-

ger.  Wiesel claims that through 
forgiveness, memory of an event can 
be remembered, but the pain can be 
drained out of the experience.  
 
Whether our task is to ask God for 
forgiveness, to forgive each other, or 
to forgive ourselves, we have learned 
that prayer and community support 
are key components. 
 
The DVD “Forgiveness” the book 
“Amish Grace,” and other books on 
forgiveness are all available in the 
church office. I welcome continuing 
this important conversation in pas-
toral meetings.  So call or e-mail me 
to set up an appointment  to meet. 
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From Judy 

A tough topic: Forgiveness 
Looking at examples  — from the Holocaust to the Amish — can help 



Our church family 

• Congratulations to 
the 7th and 8th grade or-
chestra from Coakley 
Middle School (Anna 
Shirosky) on recently 
receiving a gold medal at 
the Massachusetts In-
strumental and Choral 
Conductors’ Associa-
tion. 

• Sarah Dugdale, one 
of our very capable nurs-
ery care givers, has be-
gun the nursing program 
at Mass. Bay Commu-
nity College, and has 
started her new position 
as a nanny to newborn 
twins. 

• Erika Golden was 
invited to read one of her 
poems in a bookstore 
recently.  

• Jacob Talbot re-
ceived a Tiger badge in 
Cub Scouts and had his 
picture in the paper. 

• Audrey Virginia 
Slaughter-Biello arrived 
on April 7 at 5:33 p.m. 

• Congratulations also 
to Jackie (Kaulbach) 
and Jim Hazeldine on 
the arrival of John 
“Jack” Langen Ha-
zeldine on April 20 at 
7:43 p.m.   
 
• Alex Morris  ap-
peared in the Festival 
Ballet’s Swan Lake at 
the VMA Arts and Cul-
tural Center in Provi-
dence.  She was awarded 

Hear our prayers, Lord 

We welcome new members Tonda Bourque, Alix Caulton and Judy Swahnberg!  

Our Father... 

Helen Ammidown, Michelle Was-
sel’s mother and grandmother, Vida 
Mudgett, “ Smitty” (Monica Smith’s 
husband) the Scoville Family, Sr. 
Anne Carabino (friend of Melissa 
Hubbard), Amanda Capozzi’s father 
Bill and his family as he recovers 
from esophageal surgery, Susan 
Challis’ colleague Steve, as he reha-
bilitates after spinal cord injury, Ge-

nie Newton, Fran Scott, Caroline Cobb, Donald Simpson 
(Becky Nolan’s dad), Ron Pellowe’s Aunt “Mim ”Marilyn 
Lund as she battles cancer, Ernie Capozzi’s sister Cheryl, 
Ken Myers’ sister Shirley, Danielle Shaw (good friend of 
Hinds’ family,) Scott Kern’s father John as he continues in 
chemo, Karen Ness (friend of Carol Priebis,) Sherryl Ru-
dolph (friend of Cheryl Cain.)  

Please call the office with additions or deletions to this 
list or contact the Rev. Judy. 

one of the 12 peasant 
children roles that ap-
peared in the forest 
scene. 
 
• Lisa Van der Lin-
den’s team from Fisher 
Elementary School 
placed third in the 
“Switch” challenge of 
the regional tournament 
of the Destination Imagi-
nation national program 
that fosters out-of-the-
box thinking. Team 
members include Domi-
nic Lanni, and Anna Van 
der Linden. 
 
• Congratulations to 
the following Walpole 
High School students for 
achieving the Term II 
honor roll:  Josh Cof-
sky, Adam Riegel, 
Hannah Feeley, John 
Hinds, Amanda Was-
sel, Matthew Feeley, 
and Christopher Lucia. 
 
• Also, congrats to the 
following Bird Middle 
School students for their 
academic achievements 
in Trimester II:  Jacqui 
Stratton, Daniel DiNi-
cola, Caroline Feeley, 
Alex Morris, Caleb 
Cofsky, Megan Lich-
tenstein, Jillian Zitoli, 
Owen Akeley, and 
Alanna Doolan. 
 
Note:  Please let us 
know if we have forgot-
ten anyone! 
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May 4 — Communion and Children’s Chapel 
 
May 11 — Pentecost Sunday and confirmation 
 
Wear red. During this beautiful and celebratory worship ser-
vice we will celebrate the church and confirm a group of youth 
who have chosen to officially join our church. Make sure to 
wear red and be ready to sing songs of the Spirit, not to men-
tion cry when the confirmands read their statements of faith.  

Worship 

  
May 25  — Memorial Day  

June 1 — Judy’s installa-
tion (we hope)  
 
This date has not been final-
ized as of yet, but we’re 
hoping on June 1, Judy will 
be officially installed into 
ministry here at Union by 
our association in the UCC. 

June 8 —  Children’s Day 
 
We will celebrate our children 
and all they have learned in  
the past year in Sunday School. 
Be sure to stay after worship  
for a picnic in the park and fun 
games. Come and watch the  
next generation’s faith shine.  

 
May 18 — A Celebration those who have loved us to God 
  
Instead of celebrating Mother’s Day or Father’s Day this year, we will be celebrating 
all of the people in our lives, biological or not, who have revealed God’s grace to  
us. For many Mother’s Day and Father’s Day can be especially painful days for a 
myriad of reasons. Often for many these days are punctuated by grief: grief  
because of what we never had, what we lost, or what we yearn for. So this  
year, we’ll create our very own Sunday with in our church to celebrate those who 
were good and loving and nurturing in our lives, without enlisting Hallmark to  
market it. Make sure to get in your annual blankets and tools for hope dedications  
so we can publish them in the bulletin on May 18. (Forms are on Page 12.) 

Help us remember those who have died 
in service to our country on Memorial 
Day weekend in worship. Please send 
the church office the names of any and 
all those you know who died in an 
American conflict. These service men 
and women do not need to be related 
directly to our church. Instead, it is our 

goal to remember those who are loved 
and remember by those within church 
family, rather than to create a perfect 
and accurate list for our church. 
Please, when sending a name, be sure 
to write beside it the conflict in which 
this person died and any help we 
might need  pronouncing the name.    

 
June 15 -  Graduating Senior Sunday 
 
We will honor our two graduating seniors, Lauren Doty 
and Rebecca Myers, and send them out into the world with 
our love to surround them.  



The next generation of disciples 

By the second Sunday of Lent, the 
discipleship “forms” started rolling 
in. A number of children and youth 
began reading their Bible regularly 
and praying. Some noted the follow-
ing week that they served at the soup 
kitchen or helped make food at home 
for the soup kitchen. A number of 
smaller children were proud that they 
had helped someone or showed ex-
ceptional kindness that week. And 
some children began giving their very 
own money toward the project. By 

the end the second Sunday of Easter 
the children and youth of our church 
handed in almost 175 forms to be 
matched each with a dollar.  
  
As I was tallying these forms some-
thing like the fishes and loaves oc-
curred. E-mails came and went and 
before I knew it we had reached 
Solymar Senatore’s $1,000 goal that 
she had boldly declared on that first 
Sunday of Lent. A $1,000 donation to 
help poor people across the world be-
come independent! Four goats and 
four llamas (the children’s decision 
during a children’s chapel service.) 
Imagine the difference our church has 
made in a number of families’ lives. 
  
But perhaps the result of this pro-

Grace and Peace,  

 

 

 

M 
y best ideas seem 
to always come to 
me in the shower 
or while driving. 
Otherwise, I would 

characterize my brain as a relentless 
revolving list of things that must be 
accomplished; this seems to be the 
fairly typical life of a pastor and 
young mother. So I’m not sure if it 
was in the shower or while driving 
that I came up with my Lenten Disci-
pleship Challenge for Heifer, but it 
was very much my best 
and brightest thinking 
in the past six months. 
And as you can tell, I’m 
not terribly shy about 
bragging about it; what 
I’m really bragging 
about, though, is the 
children of our church! 
  
Each year, I challenge 
the children of our 
church to take some-
thing on for Lent. This 
year, as many of you 
know, I challenged the 
children to do at least 
one “discipleship act” and record that 
very act on a form. This is what the 
form looked like:  
  
Lenten Discipleship Challenge 
@Union Cong’l Church 
My name:________________ 
What I did as a  disciple of Jesus: 
Pray 
Read scripture 
Worship 
Help someone 
Care for the poor 
Exceptional kindness 
Other_______________ 
Signed by:_______________ 
 
For each form the children turned in, 
Judy, Jon Paul, and I matched their 
discipleship act with a dollar to be 
sent to the Heifer Project.  
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From Abby 

ject — a thousand dollars to help 
poor families — may not have as 
great as an impact as the seeds of 
faith planted in our young disciples 
here at Union Congregational 
Church. Our children and youth are 
learning, and not just through this 
discipleship challenge, what it means 
to be a follower of Jesus in our 
church by the park. My hope is that 
they will grow up to be people who 
give generously and freely $1,000 of 
their own earnings to organizations 

like Heifer, that they will be 
people who will act boldly  
on behalf of the poor, that 
they will be people who turn 
to the Bible and God in 
prayer, that they will remem-
ber always that hey are disci-
ples of Jesus Christ. I have 
good reason to hope. They 
are weekly reminders of 
God’s active and present 
Holy Spirit that is trans-
formed our world into the 
kingdom of God. They are 
disciples. 
  

I’m not sure about you, but I’m still 
stumbling around in the dark, trying 
to figure out just what it means to be 
called one of God’s own, to live and 
act as a disciple of Jesus Christ. But 
I’m learning from those Jesus called 
to come unto him.  
  
If you are unfamiliar with the Heifer 

Project make sure to check them 
out on the web at www.heifer.org. 
 

And a last minute update:  as of April 
28, $1.360 has been raised! 



Y ou’re invited!  Join us 
for Ministries in the 
North County (MINC), 
based in Potsdam, NY 

for July 6-13 or August 3-9, for a 
week of rehabbing homes of poor, 
disabled folk, to make their homes 
“warmer, safer, drier.”  Some of the 
work may include  painting, insulat-
ing, siding, building ramps, minor 
plumbing repairs, and roofing.  Help 
your neighbor in 
need — raise your 
faith — experience 
an amazing mission 
opportunity.   
 
We need to raise 
$5,500, for  building 
materials food and 
travel expenses.  So 
far, we’ve had: 
 
• A wonderful 
Chowdah Fest.  
• A rummage 
sale  -  many thanks 
to Janet Calusdian, 
Peggy Turnquist, 
Podgie Weissent, 
Janice Varney and many others who 
put in long hours before and during 
the sale. Also, thanks for  Margie 
Shirosky for managing the bake sale 
table and to Barbara and Peter Car-
roll for their work on the white ele-
phant tables. Many thanks to many 
of our mission folks who helped, 
too. 
• Many thanks to Lisa LaDew for 
arranging a generous donation of 
Swan Lake Ballet Tickets with Fes-

ing this bountiful feast. Takeout can 
be arranged. A free will offering 
will be taken. 
• Car wash:  Sunday, June 1, 9 a.
m.-1 p.m. (rain date:  Sunday, June 
8.)  Five dollars will yield a shiny 
sparkling car...for an additional $5 
we’ll clean the inside of the car, too. 
• Ongoing:  The returnable bot-
tle-and-can drive container is lo-
cated in the portico opposite the 

church office.  
• Donations of any 
amount are gratefully 
welcome.  Perhaps 
you'd like to make a do-
nation in lieu of a birth-
day, anniversary, or 
other special occa-
sion?  Please write your 
check to Union Congre-
gational Church and 
write in the memo sec-
tion “Mission.”  You 
may place it in the of-
fering plate or mail to 
church at 55 Rhoades 
Ave., E. Walpole 
MA   02032. 
• Coming 

soon:  cookie dough sales — frozen 
and ready to bake sweet treats. 
 
Thanks for your support of our 
fundraising efforts, your encourage-
ment and your prayers. 
 
Questions?  Please ask  Dyan Mac-
Lean, Joe Maiewski, Melissa Hub-
bard, Pudge Mahoney, Phil or 
Kathy Hinds, members of the   
Mission Steering Committee. 
 

tival Ballet Providence.  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 
 

• “Massage for Mission” at 
Touch Peace Massage in East Wal-
pole with Kathy Hinds, licensed 
certified massage therapist.  Fifty 
percent of fees for appointments 
during May 12-18 or gift certifi-
cates purchased May 10-18 will 

Mission trip 

 
It’s Only A Penny fundraiser will be starting up soon, so start saving those pennies! 

 They can be dropped off in the large water jug located in the narthex. 
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benefit the mission fund.  One hour 
is $60; one and a half hours is $90; 
two hours is $120.  Massages can be 
gentle  relaxation, deep tissue or a 
combination.  Call Kathy at 508-
740-0430. 
• Mission Brunch:  Sunday, May 
18, immediately following worship 
in Herbert Harrison Hall.  Enjoy a 
variety of egg stratas, ham, fruit 
salad, breads — while enjoying the 
company of your church family dur-

Spend money for a great cause 



Another voice 

Bible excerpt 

 

On this mountain the Lord of hosts 
will make for all peoples a feast of 
rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 
of rich food filled with marrow, of 
well-aged wines strained clear. And 
God will destroy on this mountain the 
shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
the sheet that is spread over all na-
tions; God will swallow up 
death forever. Then the 
Lord God will wipe away 
the tears from all faces, 
and the disgrace of the 
people God will take 
away from all the earth, 
for the Lord has spoken. 
It will be said on that 
day, Lo, this is our God; 
we have waited for God, 
so that God might save 
us. This is the Lord for 
whom we have waited; 
let us be glad and rejoice 
in his salvation. 

Reflection 

 

By Quinn G. Caldwell 

What comes after the 
end of everything? 
What is there left after it 
all falls apart, after cir-
cumstance whirls and 
storms its way through the 
world, leaving nothing behind but the 
wreckage of what was? In this pas-
sage, Isaiah has just finished describ-
ing the doom of the nations, the de-
struction of all that stands on the face 
of the earth. The end of the world. 

OK. So then what? What does God 
have planned for after the end, after 
all hope has gone underground and 
all chance of salvation has been bur-

building. No death without resurrec-
tion. No end of the world without a 
party to announce its rebirth. 

Prayer 

 

God, when my world has fallen apart, 
when all around me is in shambles, 
remind me of the greater things you 
have yet in store, and give me a fore-
taste of the feast you have laid for us 

all. Amen. 

About the 
 author 

 

Quinn G. Caldwell is 
Associate Pastor, Old 

South Church, Boston, 
Massachusetts. 

More info 

Visit i.UCC.org for 
more resources and de-

votionals or to sign up 
for this daily devo-
tional e-mail. 

This devotional is a 
free service via e-mail 
sponsored by the Congre-
gational Vitality Initiative 
and The Stillspeaking 
Ministry. Your gifts to 
Our Church's Wider Mis-
sion support this work.  

 
Scripture quotations are from New 
Revised Standard Version Bible, 
copyright 1989 National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America, adapted. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

 

ied in the rubble? 

A feast. The God who made the earth 
the first time will make it again, and 
this time, it will taste like a party. 
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This time, there will be no shrouds, 
no tears, no disgrace. This time, there 
will only be a feast, big enough, wide 
enough, full enough for everyone. 
Big enough for you, and me, and eve-
ryone we've ever known. 

With our God, says Isaiah, no end is 
final. There is no end without a be-
ginning. No destruction without re-

After the End 
Isaiah 25:6-9 



“Seniors,” join us at the church in the youth room on  Wednesday,  May 14  at from 10 a.m to noon. Or come to the church at 
noon to go for lunch. For more info, contact  Janet at (508) 668-6066 or  e-mail JCNEWCAT@aol.com. 
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April altar flowers 

Worship 

April 6 
 

In memory of 
Carol’s mother 
Ruth Norcross  

and in  
celebration of all  
mothers by Ken 

and Carol  
Sandahl 

April 13 
 

In celebration of Yomara’s 17th 
birthday by Mom, Dad,  

Solymar and Davie (Senatore) 
 

Piano flowers: In memory of 
Susan Christiansen, and my 

parents, Ernest and Cora  
Coleman by Alice J. Pilling 

April 20 
 

In memory of my 
mother by Al Miller 
 
Piano flowers:   In 
honor of Lainey’s 
3rd birthday by, 
Mom, Dad, and 
Charlie (Grant) 

April 27 
 

In honor of 
Frost’s 30th 
birthday by 
Mom and 

Dad (Melissa 
and Toby 
Hubbard) 

 Practical matters 

faith missions.  
 
Next, if such needs are 
identified, the committee 
will study and recom-
mend a course of action 
to pursue a future capital 
campaign to address 
these needs.  
 
If you want to be part of 
this committee, please 
contact Phil Hinds at 508-
668-7149 or phinds@ 
tuftsmedicalcenter.org. 

At Annual Meeting this 
past January, we voted to 
assemble a committee to 
analyze the Church’s 
need for a Capital Cam-
paign.  
 
The goal of this commit-
tee would be to identify 
changes in space con-
figuration and structural 
rehabilitation required to 
keep our beautiful 
church home sound and 
suitable for our multiple 

Capital campaign? 
Your help is needed 

Cabin Fever time 

"Stewardship is not just a way of life; it is a good way of life. In fact, for many, it is a way to a better life.  
Think of it this way: stewardship means belonging to God. It means allowing God to rule our lives, putting  

God in charge of everything, including our time and our money. I can understand why that might sound threaten-
ing - surrendering control does not come easy to any of us. But God is good at ruling people's lives. If we really do 

belong to God and if we really do put God in charge of everything, we will receive all the promises of faith." 

 — Mark Allen Powell in “Giving to God”  

Want to purchase the altar or piano flowers? For a birthday, remembrance or other occasion? Flowers are $40.  
Call church office manager Judy Fitzgibbons by calling the church office at (508) 668-1355 



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 
 
7:30-8:45 p.m. 
Living the  
Question,  
parsonage 

2 3 

4 
 
 9:15 a.m. Questioning 
Faithful; 10:30 a.m. wor-
ship with communion;  

5 6 7 
 
7:30 p.m. choir;  
deadline for blan-
kets 

8 
 
7:30-8:45 p.m. 
Living the  
Question,  
parsonage 

9 10 
 
7:30 p.m.  
confirmation  
rehearsal,  
sanctuary 

11 
 
Pentecost; confirmation; 
9:15 a.m.  Questioning 
 Faithful, parlor; 10:30 
a.m. worship; Love Table in 
Herbert Harrison Hall after 
worship 

12 13 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Cabinet, parlor 

14 
 
7:30 p.m. choir; 
Cabin Fever 
group 10 a.m., 
youth room 

15 
7:30-8:45 p.m. 
Living the  Question,  
parsonage;  
10-11:30 a.m. 
mom’s group, youth 
room; 7:30 p.m. 
Outreach Comm., 
parlor 

16 17 
 
St. Paul’s soup 
kitchen Team A 

18 
A celebration of those who 
have loved us to God!;  9:15 
a.m. Questioning the Faithful, 
parlor; worship at 10:15 a.m.; 
mission brunch after church; 
3-5 p.m. Donna Gearty’s art 
show 

19 20 
 
Newsletter  
DEADLINE;  
scholarship  
deadline 

21 
 
7:30 p.m. choir 

22 
 
7:30-8:45 p.m. 
Living the  
Question,  
parsonage 

23 24 

25 
 
9:15 a.m. Questioning the 
Faithful, parlor; 10:30 
a.m. worship; Memorial 
Day worship 

26 
 
Memorial Day 
observed, office 
closed 
 
Prudential 
Comm., parlor 

27 28 
 
7:30 p.m. choir 

29 
 
7:30-8:45 p.m. 
Living the  
Question,  
parsonage 

30 31 

May 2008 
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Amanda Capozzi’s Moms Club Trike-a-thon recently raised $575 for Project Bread/Walk for Hunger.   

Congratulations, Amanda, and thank you. 



Pastor 
picks 

Thanks 

Our kids 
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BE A DISCIPLE 
 

Opportunity to step out of your role as a 
member and be a disciple: Walk. (Or 
pledge to someone walking, riding, run-
ning, etc.) Many people in our church are 
involved in walks that raise money to com-
bat hunger,  AIDS, cancer and other wor-
thy causes.  
 

“ 
“The only purpose of the gospel is to rec-
oncile people to God and to each other. A 
gospel that doesn’t reconcile is not a Chris-
tian gospel at all. But in America, it seems 
as if we don't believe that. We don’t really 
believe that the proof of our discipleship is 
that we love one another (see John 13:35). 
No, we think the proof is in numbers ... 
Even if our “converts” continue to hate 
each other, even if they will not worship 
with their brothers and sisters in Christ, we 
point to their “conversion” as evidence of 
the gospel’s success. We have substituted a 
gospel of church growth for a gospel of 
reconciliation.” 

—John Perkins 
  

SCRIPTURE 
 

“You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, God’s own people, in order 
that you may proclaim the mighty acts of 
Jesus who called you out of darkness into 
his marvelous light. Once you were not a 
people, but now you are God’s people.”  

—1 Peter 2:9-10a 
  

PRAYER 
 

Eternal God, we come before you a bit 
shaky some days. The world is so much 
with us that we lose our focus and our cen-
ter. We become obsessed with cares and 
concerns. Our attentions become scattered, 
our perspective skewed, and our vision di-
minished. Come to us and heal us. Amen. 

Spring clean-up day is May 10 at 9 a.m. until we’re done. Please help make our church (inside and out) look nice. 
 You bring the rakes and we’ll supply the coffee and doughnuts. There is no age requirement or limit.  

We’ll take help from all ages. The Prudential Committee thanks you in advance for your help. 

Teachers sought 
Do you have a class 
that you especially 
like to teach — or 
perhaps one of the 
trimesters works ex-
ceptionally well for 
you?  Sign up early 
to secure your first 
choice.  Carolyn 
Guiod began 2008-
09 church school 
year sign-up on April 
28 for Church School 
teachers/assistants/
substitutes/hallway 
helper/Children's 
Chapel.  Sign-up will 
continue in Herbert 
Harrison Hall on 
Sundays during cof-
fee hour for most of 
May.  You may also 
sign up by calling 
Carolyn directly at 
508-668-3407. 
 

Our Church School 
year classes begin on 
Sept. 21.  We will 
have three terms all 
with an average of 
12 weeks.  Classes 
must have a mini-
mum of two teachers 
present each Sun-
day.  We encourage 
teaching teams to 
take turns leading the 
class and assisting 
with the class. 
 
The opportunity to 

lead our children is 
fun and faith-
raising.  The easy-to-
use curriculum mini-
mizes preparation 
time — and helps 
you understand the 
lesson you will be 
teaching to our big-
gest investment:  our 
kids.  Won't you be 
part of our incredible 
team of church 
school volunteers? 
 
Questions?  Please 
call. 
 
Carolyn Guiod  
508-668-3407 
Kathy Hinds  
508-740-0430 
Church School  
co-superintendents 

This year’s rummage sale was again a 
success. We made just over $1,000.  
Thanks to all who helped  — from sort-
ing clothing to setting up and taking 
down racks to baking and selling goodies 
to those who donated clothing. There are 
too many to name in this tiny space! 
 

Thank you to the 
church family for the 
beautiful floral arrange-
ment and for your 
thoughts and prayers 
while Dick was hospi-
talized and for your 
telephone calls offering 
love and assistance now 
that he’s home recuper-
ating from pneumonia! 
 
Love,  
Dick and Genie 
Newton 

Thank you Prudential Committee for the 
note of appreciation in reference to the 
inspection of certain safety devices re-
quired for church operations. Also, thank 
you church family for the generous as-
sortment in my fruit basket — lots of 
goodies here to enjoy. 
 
Al Miller 



looms, and best of all, services pro-
vided by you.  Meals, dinner parties, 
desserts, dog grooming, swim les-
sons, bicycle tuning, golf lessons, 
babysitting and more.  And remem-
ber,  our youth have valuable talents 
that they can share.  (What about a 
spring-training or soccer clinic for 
little kids?  How about being a 
mother’s helper?)  

 
Is there something in your attic 
or basement that you would like 
Cathy Feeley to check out?  She 

will gladly visit your house.   
 
The key is to get started now.   
 
This fair is more than raising money 
(which is a good thing) but the feel-
ings that people get from being a part 
of our fair and part of our church 
family.   

Get creative for the auction 

The fair 

Silent Auction Donation FormSilent Auction Donation FormSilent Auction Donation FormSilent Auction Donation Form    
Please return completed form to the Office 

Name _________________________ 

Phone _________________________ 

E-mail address __________________ 

Donation Title: __________________ 

Donation description ______________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Value $ _______ 

Minimum Bid required?  

____ No   ________Yes, how much?  
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Silent Auction Donation FormSilent Auction Donation FormSilent Auction Donation FormSilent Auction Donation Form    
Please return completed form to the Office 

Name _________________________ 

Phone _________________________ 

E-mail address __________________ 

Donation Title: __________________ 

Donation description ______________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Value $ _______ 

Minimum Bid required?  

____ No   ________Yes, how much?  

 

M artha Thayer kicked 
off our spring Fair 
Moments on April 13 

in worship, talking 
about change.  She and Barbara Sim-
mons have been running the food for 
more than 20 years and have stepped 
aside to let Amanda Capozzi and her 
team take it on.  Does this mean the 
Martha and Barbara are quitting the 
fair?  No, they are willing to 
try something different. 
 
Martha also spoke about the 
changes in the fair from previous 
years that went from netting hundreds 
of dollars (an auction off the back of 
a truck) to thousands of dollars (our 
current silent auction that grows in 
Herbert Harrison Hall each year.) 
 
We had wonderful donations last year 
and our silent auction donation forms 

made it easier for people to submit 
their contributions earlier.  So clip 
them out below now and start submit-
ting! We’d like to get the silent auc-
tion list online this year and so early 
submissions will help greatly. 
 
We get many donations to the auction 
from businesses, but it’s the ones 
from us, your church family, that 

mean the most. Bill and Lynn Wassel 
have generously donated the use of 
their Bridgeton, Maine home again as 
a prize for each of us to try to win.  
Each donation by a member of our 
church family to the silent auction 
earns a chance for a win at this prize. 
What can you enter?  Theme baskets, 
hand-made items, treasured heir-

Got ideas, questions, comments? Contact Apple Harvest Fair committee members Cathy Feeley,  
Melissa Hubbard, Laurie Kerns, Pudge Mahoney, Peter Nixon, and Bill Wassel. 

Got a fair idea?  
E-mail  Appleharvestfair@churchbythepark.org 
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Tools & Blankets donations and dedications 
Blanket Sunday is May 18 

 For more info on this event, also see Page 4 
Donate a blanket in honor of a special mother, father, grandparent or friend. Your support of 

the Church World Service Program’s Tools & Blankets can make a world of difference to 
those affected by disaster.  If you would like to place an order, please return this order form 

with payment to the church no later than: Wednesday, May 7  

Please make your check payable to: Union Congregational Church 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Blanket Sunday dedication should read (please print): 

Given by: ___________________________________________________________ 

In Memory / In Honor of: ___________________________________________________________ 

Number of Blankets: ______ (x $5.00) = ______ (amount enclosed) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

The Blanket Sunday dedication should read (please print): 

Given by: ___________________________________________________________ 

In Memory / In Honor of: ___________________________________________________________ 

Number of Blankets: ______ (x $5.00) = ______ (amount enclosed) 


