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Q Parking is always so toug Q What if I haven’t signed up

ommend?
/ \ It's never too late! Call

Pudge Mahoney (508-668-6317)
or Laurie Kerns (617-605-1897.)
Or come by church Thursday or
Friday night to help with set-up.
Or come early on Saturday or
stay late for set-up and clean-up!
Or stop by church and sign up
for something on the big bulletin
board.

A Please park in the Trustes
of Reservations lot on Polly
Lane, if you can. Or walk to
church. Or try to park a block
or two away. For a special
parking permits for the church
lot, call the Rev. Judy. The
more parking spaces we have
for non-church visitors, the bet
ter!

Q Q What's new this year?
What happens if it rains?

/ \We’re on, rain or shine.
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/ \ A dunk tank and a guitar
hero competition, among other
things.




hen | was a little girl
my grandmother
would bring me
back shells from her
winter vacation in Florida. Lifting
the translucent white shells to my

Loving thy neighbor

Compassion, understanding, and the desire to helpaverful stuff

This summer on the MINC mission

trip, as we raced around the Ogdens- celeprations and concerns are intrin-
burg area on Friday afternoon visiting sjc to our nature as human beings.

g;ea_t sigh, or laughter, or the sound  tinye to stay a part of church life,
of grins.

sooner or later during celebrations
and concerns it will be your turn to
raise your hand, and ask for blessing.

ears, she would say that if | listened each work site, we formed circles andye always need God, both in our

very carefully, | would be able to

hear the sound of the ocean. | be
lieved pretty much everything my
Nana ever said, and there was nc
doubt that in those moments, in tl
echo of my own pulse, and in my
love for my grandmother, | could

hear the ocean.

| don’t need to hold a shell to my
ears to capture an aspect of Unio
Congregational Church members
that seems to be as deep as the

ocean: a reservoir of compassion
Deep commitment and caring, to
the point that one wants to help, t
become involved in the situation,
not easily quantified. There is no
device like a gas pump with num-
bers that spin around calculating

amount in dollars and cents. It's r
equal to the number of members
even the number of “giving

units” (as the stewardship commi
tee might say.) Yet just because

there is no statistic to report on in
the Annual Meeting, it’s still real.

In fact, it may be the most impor-
tant asset of a healthy church.

—
Bk

said prayers of blessing for the peo- joys and in our difficulties.

¥

The theology of the Christian church
maintains that through our belief in
Jesus Christ we are made one, even if
we are different people with diverse
gifts and temperaments and dissimi-
lar jobs in the outside world. We're
not all the same, thanks be to God.
Some of us can sing, some can recite
poetry, others the lineup of the 2004
Red Sox. The diversity of resources
and gifts is real too. Some of us know
how to make pulled pork for 40, oth-
ers know how to use a jig saw, an Ex-
cel spreadsheet, an organ, or how to
make a sad child smile.

Compassion, understanding the situa-
tion of others, with the desire to
help...is the root of loving our
neighbor. | believe God graces our
lives by molding our hearts, both as
individuals and as community. So as
we care for one another — whether
on mission trips eight hours away, at
the soup kitchen or by walking next
door, we are visiting, sharing, listen-
ing, bearing each other’s burdens,
lifting each other up when depression

There are moments | can actually ple who had allowed us to work for
hear compassion. On some Sunday them. We could not solve all their other on — we are fueled by com-
mornings in worship, when we lift up problems. We could only play our passion, not at $4 a gallon, but by a
celebrations and concerns, especiallypart. We turned them over to God to  totally free gift of the Spirit.

when there is a difficulty lifted up, bless their comings and their goings,
there is often an audible gasp from to warm them through the winter Blessings,
the congregation, as if the body of themonths, to grace their lives.

church is itself wounded when one J 4
member is hurting. That gasp is com- One of the realities of church life is e (rk
passion. Or when there is wedding orthat if you are faithful and you con- j/

a graduation or a new baby, there is a The Rev. Judy Swahnberg

or difficulties arise, cheering each
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For introducing children to
peacemakers and peacemaking,
check outPlant a Seed of Peace
by Rebecca Seiling and illus-
trated by Brooke Rothshank. The
book contains stories of 43
peacemakers from different times
and countries.

When we are really honest with
ourselves, we must admit that our
lives are all that really belong to
us...only by giving our lives do
we find life.

— Cesar Chavez

www.beliefnet.cons a multi-
faith spiritual buffet on the web.
Check out the “faith-o-meter”
game.

More than a third of all U.S.
workers in the mining, construc-
tion, fishing, and agricultural in-
dustries lack health insurance.

Based on 14 years of research,
director Claudia Larson’s film,
Dorothy Day: Don't Call Me a
Saint,presents the Catholic
Worker movement through writ-
ings, interviews, and compelling
images. Day, currently under
consideration for sainthood, was
inspired to live in solidarity with
the poor after her conversion to
Christianity.

Fall car wash

Get that sand out of your car — and help raise
money for next summer’s mission!

Don’t miss the car wash in the churclears to church on this day and support
parking lot on Sunday, Sept. 28, fromour church’s summer mission trips.

9 a.m. to noon. For just $5, get a car

wash; for just $5 more, get the insideThinking of participating in 2009

vacuumed, too!

mission? Be part of the car wash

crew and help get a head start on our
Our spring car wash has been such dundraising for Summer Mission

successful fundraiser that we've 20009.

added a fall one. Besides, don’t you

really need your cars cleaned more Thanks to Susan Akeley for chairing

than once a year? So bring all your this event.

What | did on my
summer mission trip

Our church was blessed
to have so many people
willing and able to par-
ticipate in mission trips
to upstate New York
this summer to help
Ministries in the North
Country — helping
people be warmer, drier
and safer.

Seventeen people weni skirting, building stairs,
on the first trip to Mes- replacing a door and a
sena, N.Y., where they rotting section of a
prepared a house for th floor.

installation of a wheel-
chair lift, sided walls,
and painted.

Both groups will be
sharing some of their
stories during worship
A second group of 27  this month.

headed to Ogdensburg

N.Y., building a wheel- The real accomplish-
chair ramp, building ment was the joy and

decks, replacing trailer friendship that they

brought to the people
they served. They
worked hard, ate well
and got to know each
other better.

They enjoyed a lot of
laughter and learned a
little more about the
Amish. They also
keenly felt the abject
poverty of the area —
where gas was 35 cents
a gallon MORE than in
Walpole.

Mission participants are
so grateful for the fi-
nancial support,
prayers, good wishes
the tasty goodies many
sent along. Will you be
joining us in 2009?




Congratulations to this
year’s Children’s Day
egg toss winners: Josh
Cofsky and Owen
Akeley

The sacrament of
Baptism was celebrated
for Kylie and Alexander
Wertz Callagee on
August 3, 2008. Kylie
was born on Jan. 13,
2003 and Alexander was
born on August 8, 2005.
Their parents are Julie
Callagee and Kenneth
Wertz.

New e-mails for Re-
becca Myers —
mizzmunkie@gmail.com
New address and e-malil
for Kristina Granese —
170 Seekonk St,
Norfolk, MA 02056 —
kristina@yahoo.com
New address and phone
for Donny Brennan —
289 East St — 225,
Wrentham, MA 02093 —
774-847-9545

New e-mail for

Chuck Grant —
Gran063@comcast.net

In August, our church
family mourned the loss
the celebrated the life of
Helen Ammidown.

Congratulations toi Dan-
ielle and Justin

Aikens, welcoming their
fourth boy, Owen
Aikens, on Aug. 27.

I
Who’s the happiest?

Believers or non-believers?

The perception that people unfettered ues and adhere to them, that will give
by religion are happier than those who you peace,” he says.
regularly attend church is false, says
Arthur Brooks, author of Gross Na- There are exception to his benchmark
tional Happiness: Why Happiness Mat- for happiness: people who view God as
ters — and How We Can Get More of a condemning deity, and those who be-
It. lieve but infrequently practice their
faith. They end up fearing death the
“People who believe in no moral con- most, he says.
straints on activities have less happi-
ness,” according to Brooks. “If you
honestly have beliefs, if you have val-

—The Christian Century,
July 15, 2008

Walpole
Food
Pantry

Bring groceries to
church if you'd
like to donate to
Walpole Food
Pantry. There's
always a grocery
cart outside
Herbert Harrison
Hall.

Coffee hour hosts needed

We have many, many openings for coffee hour hosts.
Please sign up on the bulletin board downstairsideit
Herbert Harrison Hall or email or call Lois at thiice.
Remember each family is expected to host one coffee
hour per year. Thanks for your support — and gaidie




Let’'s keep our pews filled

Focusing on the call of Jesus Christ is the key

am sure many of you read an

article in The Boston Globe

(published, Sunday, June 15)

about churches with five peo-
ple in the pews on Sunday morning.
The article was entitled, “Here’s the
church, but where are the people?
Tiny protestant parishes cling to
life.” The article detailed the de-
cline of mainline protestant
churches, citing discouraging statis-
tics.

Ironically, on that same Sunday we
had an church-wide meeting
to discuss the removal of the
pews in the chapel so the
space could offer more flexi-
bility for multiple uses and
new worship services. The
Cabinet presented this solu-
tion because again and again
at the monthly Tuesday night
cabinet meetings lack of
space is a major concern pre-
sented by various committees
and leaders in our church.
And why do we have a lack
of space? Because our church
is filled, brimming with activ-
ity, and rich in the Spirit.

How blessed we are, espe-
cially considering the article
about dying churches.

I've been wondering recently

what makes our church by the

park different from the United
Methodist church featured in the
Globe article that had five worship-
pers one Sunday and uses a CD
player in lieu of an organ. Is it luck?
Is it geography? Is it history? Is it
theology? Without question there
are a number of varying factors that
contribute to a church’s vitality.

Sadly, some churches are forced to if they clung to the way things were
close because the original commu- always done in their church, even as
nity they served changed so dra-  their numbers started to decline.
matically. Their stalwarts moved Perhaps they were more committed
away, and their new neighbors to preserving their institution as is
sought different churches or even  than discerning the will of God for
different faith traditions instead. Or their worshipping community. Per-
no church at all. haps they were more dedicated to
their church’s past than God'’s fu-
Yet this article made me wonder if  ture.
there was a question that wasn'’t be-
ing asked. Were the dwindling
churches featured in the Globe
more concerned with institutional

What would happen if we, as the

people of Union Congregational

Church in East Walpole, stopped
caring about the preservation
of our institution, and instead
sought to answer the constant
question before us as disciples
of Jesus Christ: Where is God
calling us? If we were to an-
swer that question, before all
other questions, then how
would we do things differently
in this church? Where would
be go? What would we do?

The Christian church, includ-
ing our church, has only one
call, and that is to follow
Christ wherever Christ leads.
God has a future for us, which
is more brilliant than any past.
Let us follow Christ, as a com-
munity, into God'’s shining fu-
ture. For only there will we
find that vitality which only
the Holy Spirit can grant.
survival than answering their call as
disciples of Jesus Christ? Were only
five people left in the pews because
they had such a strong call to main-
tain their church as an institution
that they failed to respond to Jesus’
call? 1 don’t know much about the
particulars of the Methodist Church
featured in the article, but | wonder

Grace and Peace,

Abby
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You can help local seniors

HESSCO Elder Services 4944 ext. 204.
needs volunteers to delive HESSCO is funded in
Meals on Wheels to home part through contracts with
bound elders. the Massachusetts
Volunteers are needed f Executive Office of Elder
about an hour any day of Affairs. For more
the week between 11 information, go to www.
a.m. and noon. People are hessco.org.
also sought to help HESSCO serves the
HESSCO’s money manag towns of Canton, Dedham,
ment program, nursing Foxboro, Medfield, Millis,
home ombudsman and Norfolk, Norwood, Plain-
other counselors. For mort ville, Sharon, Walpole,
information, contact Bev- Westwood, and Wrentham.
erly Carothers at (781)784

I
Who doesn’t love flowers?

Children’s Chapel is addin Kid readers are also sought
altar flowers for the first ~ for these services.

Sunday of every month,
starting in October. Sign-up for both readers
and flower dedications will
Want to dedicate them? Tl be on the bulletin board in

cost is $25. the Sunday School hallway.
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Stop by and say hello

Welcome our new office manager, Lois, our newesta blessing

So back to thimewperson, Lois Thomas.

Welcome Lois! Who? Abby promises you will love her and grow

Lois, our new office man- deeply thankful for the ministry she offers

ager. us. It's often hard to embrace change, but

we can.

But what happened to Judy? Did | miss

her retirement party? No. Judy is a shy one Lois retired from the Walpole Public Schools

and wanted to quietly slip out. where she worked in the business office this
spring.

She made the personnel committee

promise there would be no parties, no She is married to a school teacher, Ken, has

public goodbyes, no anything. She lov two grown children, is a resident of Walpole,

us all dearly and leav- and a member of the Lutheran Church in

ing was hard. But Norwood.

she was also please

to be moving on to Lois is a gift. Judy was a gift. We are deeply

the next stage, blessed to have such a capable and dedicated

more time with her staff from Lois to Linda to Ralph, to our nurs-

granddaughters. ery care providers Sarah and Christina, to our
pastors. Please, open your hearts to Lois and

If you would like to send her a card: Judy her gifts. Lois’ new office hours are Tuesday-

Fitzgibbons, 98 Brook Rd, Sharon, MA 0206, Friday 8 a.m.-2:15 p.m..

I
Enroll in art classes and support our Christiancatian

Does your child love to and instructor of Gifts Education committee for ~ where creativity and ex-
draw and paint? Does your from the Heart, will donate many year and knows the pression of self are nur-
child want to learn how to ~ $10 to our Christian Edu- importance of funding . tured.

draw animals, people, cation committee for every

landscapes, etc? Would church child or friend that Church children have en- Call Donna at 508-333-

you like your child to be in  registers for art lasses. joyed going to Gifts from 4724 or 508-668-0989
a home environment Art (Also ask about special the Heart art classes for 15 Brochures are in the

Studio while learning? needs discounts). years. lobby. She is a Member
of National Art Educa-
Our church family mem- Donna has enjoyed serving Classes are taught in a lov- tion Association.

ber, Donna Gearty, artist, ~ on our church’s Christian  ing, relaxed atmosphere
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New chapel
celebration series

To celebrate our new chapel space, comq
join us for a series of events this fall and
early winter. We've tried to offer a little
something for everyone. Make sure to
come, worship, enjoy, relax, sing, pray,
and be filled with God’s Holy Spirit!

Sept. 18 at 8 p.m. — Bedtime Vespers
Come in your PJs! Take a rest from the
whirlwind of the fall starting up after the
long hours of summer with quiet prayers,
communion, and time for silence.

Sept. 28 at 7:30 p.m. — Prayer Circle
meeting — new members welcome

Oct. 5 at 7:30 p.m. — Relaxation,
Prayer, and Meditation

Led by our very own church yogini, Lauren
Durso

Oct. 15 & 22 at 10 a.m. — Book Club

Join others in the discussion of the book,
Peace Like a Rivdny Leif Enger

Oct. 29 at 7 p.m. — Hymn Sing
& Rededication of the chapel

Celebrate with us as we rededicate the
chapel.

Nov. 25, at 7:30 p.m. — Thanksgiving
Vespers

Remember to be thankful before you fret
about the turkey or who's bringing what.

December — dates to be announced —
Blue Christmas service and children’s

a)

advent events

I
Be a better parker

The first shall park the farthest away...
Don't forget — if you can walk to church or carppplease do.

And if you have to drive, like most of us do,

please make sure to park farther away to
leave enough empty spaces in our parking
lots for new comers and others.

And if you see a dog walker in our parking
lot Sunday morning, please gently remind
them that on Sunday morning the parking

lot is for church folks. And don't be
afraid to invite them to join you for
worship.

To my church,

My family and | want to express
our appreciation for the wonder-
ful kindness shown to us as we

celebrated the life of John Wes-
sel, husband and father, on Jung
28.

It was truly a blessed service as
Linda played our favorite hymns
and the Rev. Judy guided the
grandchildren and others as they
remembered my husband.

Dear church family,

Thank you so much for the
generous college scholar-
ship gift you gave me. |
appreciate all your birth-
day pennies and | promise
I will use them wisely. The
kindness, generosity and
caring | have been shown
here my whole life is as-
tounding. Thank you.

The collation was served by di-
aconate. It was beautifully pre-
sented and those who attended
were able to sit at the tables and
enjoy a nice reunion and fellow-
ship together. Thanks for giving
me and mine a wonderful mem-
ory. Love,

Lauren Doty
Judy Wessel
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Check out the Church
School hallway info board.
Check this great resource for
teacher list, church school
calendar, hallway helper list/
responsibilities and more!

'&

Children’s Chapel is held on
the first Sunday of the month
for Pre-K to Grade 4. Older
kids remain in serviced for
the entire worship service.
Children’s Chapel features
an abbreviated age-
appropriate worship service
that includes communion,
with pastoral and lay leader-
ship. Children are then dis-
missed for a shorter church
school class.

0 e
This class, for youth and adults, meets Sundagslata.m.
in the parlor, led by the Rev. Dr. Jon Paul Sydnbis year
we will discuss many different topics, especiatigse you

are most interested in. In other words, we takeests.

+ 1% 1

Grade 9 students this year will have their own §lasm Disciples program, providing
mentorship and assistance in the Pre-K to GradeudB School classes. Classroom Disci-
ples will be in church school on the same Sundagsthe OWL class meets.

Grade 10-12 students have OWL, Our Whole Livessclgmt follows a structured curricu
lum and schedule (one to two Sunday morning cleasé®ne Sunday evening class per
month.) Our Whole Lives helps participants maKerimed and responsible decisions
about their sexual health and behavior, with adeusge-appropriate information in six
subject areas: human development, relationshipsopal skills, sexual behavior, sexual
health, and society and culture.

We have a nursery for newborn to 3-year-olds. Tieelpchurch school program is for 3-

year-olds to kindergarteners. Older school prograreggrouped by grades.

11

Church education for all ages

Sept. 14:

Group church
school with
guest artist,
Pam Henrich.
Pre-K to Grade
8canjoinina
Biblical art
project.

Grade 9:
Classroom Dis-
ciples Intro-
ductory Class
Grades 10-12:
OWL begins
(during wor-
ship)

Sept. 21:

9:15a.m.:
Questioning
Faithful classes
begin

10:30 a.m.:
Church school
classes offi-
cially begin
7-9 p.m.:
Teacher train-
ing for ALL
terms

7:30 p.m.:
OWL Class

Church School
classes are held
from after the Chil-
dren’s Message

duri

ng worship to

11:45 a.m., from
Sept. 21 to June 7.
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Hear our prayers, Lord

Ken Pierce, who is recovering from a fall and swygr Cheryl Cain’s father Bob
Hurley, and their family, for Barbara and PeterrGliis son Matt, who is recovering
from surgery, for Susan Challis’s brother Charlesity, for Mary Rose Challis’

friend, Melissa, and Melissa’s family, for kids wie gone off to college and for those
impacted by the hurricane season.

Please call the office with additions or deletions
to this list, or contact the Rev. Judy.
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In honor of Sally’s 78
birthday and Elaine and
Steve’s 58 anniversary by
the Shirosky Family.

Piano flowers in honor of
Judy Swahnberg. Congratu-

lations on your installation!

-# 1/

In celebration
of Jacqui’'s
12" birthday
by mom, dad
and Kirsten
(Stratton)

-# 01

In celebration
of all fathers
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In celebration of all June
weddings and anniversaries (ou
36" by Joe and Barb Maiewski

In celebration of Ron Pellowe
and Anne Cimon’s wedding on
Saturday, June 21, 2008

[
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In memory of
Hazel by
Lester Tarbell



